Leave A Legacy

Making A DiiTerence In The Lives That Follow

Last March, 15 Martin County dudents proudly
climbed the steps to the Blake Library siage (0 nooepl 2n
awand i haror of their achicvement s the Marin County
Character Counts program. Thoegh the audience was [illad
wilh proud parents, family amd friends, the ope man wha
was mosl mstrumerdal inmmaking 1he awards happen was
Friissing.

I wasa’y thar Joe Boodick, founding chaiman of
Charocler Counts, a program of Uniled Wy, dida’s wan) i
bz there. He couldn'i. Joe Kordick had passed away
suddenly he peevious year bat, thanks w proper planning
via his will, Bordick’s spinit was very much presentos each
of the 15 sodents was hoaoeed with a Joe Kosdick Youth
Characier Award,

That ability  fe conlinus  pivimg,  eachung  and
participating-in: helping othaes oven alied death is an idea
which organieers of the Iocal Leave a Legacy® organization,
a program of e Tresasure Coasd Planned E_i-l'r':nl':_ [T T |
(TCMGC), befieve is long overdue, Ard, this vear, they're
spcading the word all aloig the Treasire Coast abowl (e
amngErlancs of remcmdbering a3 local cluritalle oogunzatson
in & will or family foundation.

Taimi
The second anrueal Leave A Legacy Aweard was presenied
te Pliellis Kordick o postfemesly koaor Ter RBusbard,
foreph Kordich, dureg the Nartowal Flilenifiropy Dy
cerentaeiies v November 20002 The ganuel award fovors
gifts mole By Bequesis or in frush,

According 10 Leave a Legney, research shows that
while 74 percem of Anericans make repular charitable
contribiations, fower than 6 peroest moke charitabie
By, Aued, they sl (had the abiliny o lesve a legsey s
r0 just for the wealthy, “Amyone can leave a legacy in their
will evenilits only 3000, szid Tomes Campo, president of
the TCOMGC and owner of Campo  laswrance  amd
Invesimerts in Stuert.

T'I:-:l-u;h the fnx Jd'll'.'lﬂl.‘lF.;'.\ -:ll'n:-rrh:mh;r'-ngnuharir:-:'n
awall can be significant, organiaees say that one of the mose
significent reasons an individual would wanl wo establish a
legacy is for the message it sends 10 vour heirs and the rest
o 1this rmnmunil:,'

“Ethical wills are a stateme st of passing on thise things
that you believe ane important o you and that you hope that
vor will shape the continaity of the things you fied
peporiand,” sid Apeal Hicks, a pariner with Sman-based
accounting firm Proctor, Crook s Crowder and immediste
past pacsidert of the TCPGE. And, she adds, it can be
dafferent for everyone.

As past of e Leave aLegacy speakers” bureau, Hicks
conducts workshops which gusde partipanes through the
process of composing an ethical will, And, while the
creation of an ethical will can evenually help idemify the
Lyjees of chanties of |1r-l._";t|11.r.1!i1':|n M i Dk o .‘ull|'l["!".'l.|
ethical wills really don’t have anything o dowah mossy.

Hicksexplains tha ctbical wills bequeath values, ideas
and personal reflections fo family members and favied oocs.
Aml, she adds that HCs pesier 1e0 5000 10 comgaose an eihical
will, “People of 2l ages can benedit froom pregraring o
eihical will becaose it helps Kentify whis yoa wanl (o do
with your momey amd what you de sith your lile,” said
Hicks.

M a comnnenity education effort Leave a Legacy dows
i sulicit g, Dt psther theie O0plus rapadly prowing
membership of nosprofil ofganizaions, edate planning
professionals, corporste funders and media outlels
focusing o4 urging <lients, donors ond members fo maks 3
will, make a differesoe and keave a legagy,

Top 5 Things You Can Do Today

I. Meet with an estate planning aslommey o Prepae a
truasl o @ wall and ieclode a gift for the charitics that have
mwade m differente in YO ife or the Iife of someane hRLH]
lewe,

2. Dwncite 51 specifie dollyr amound or a percentage of
vour asscls, including stocks, bonds, CD= meal esiate,
vehieles, art, jewelry and other personal property.

3. Name yous favorile cherity as the beneliciary of vour
IRA orF persion plan

4. Mame your lavorite charity 85 the bensloary of an
crisling life irsurance policy, or purchase a new poalscy and
name the charity as the bescficiary.

5. Hosor deserving Mmends and remember boved ones
with memerial pifis.




